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Telling people about parole, how it works, when it 
works and why, is not easy. The laws, the regula- 
tions, the policies and procedures that govern the 
conditional release of penitentiary inmates are com- 
plicated. And people’s attitudes towards parole 
sometimes prevent even the best of explanations 
from being heard, or understood. 

A FILM ABOUT PAROLE—WHY? . 
“Using Time” is a film made to help people, parti- 
cularly penitentiary inmates, to understand parole. 
Helping, for many, means first establishing a positive 
attitude about parole, and about the people involved 
in parole decisions — classification officers, parole 
officers, and Parole Board Members. Demystifying 
the parole process by showing how it works is part 
of this. Motivating inmates to start working towards 
parole is a second objective of “Using Time’. In- 
dicating who can answer questions about parole, 
who can help inmates use their time effectively to 
increase their chances for parole, encouraging people 
to refer to sources of information like “A Guide to 
Conditional Release for Penitentiary Inmates”, are 
other strong messages in the film. 

THE FILM’S AUDIENCE 


While the film was made for inmate audiences, some 
users may wish to show it for training purposes, or 
to general audiences to enhance public understand- 
ing of parole. These other audiences should know 
that the film’s primary purpose is to help inmates. 
WHAT THE FILM IS ABOUT 


“Using Time” is a dramatized documentary film. It 
is a fictional story of the parole experiences of a 
typical inmate — George Morrison. The film traces 
Morrison’s experiences, showing his anxieties, re- 
vealing his questions, and how they come to be 
answered. The film focuses on the steps in the 
process of parole decision-making from the Board 
hearing to day parole and return to life “outside”. 
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“Using Time” a film about parole — length: 27 min- 
utes 

Type: Dramatized documentary using animated col- 
‘our still pictures with sound, available in 16 mm. 
(which can be shown on any 16 mm. equipment) 
and 3/4 inch video-cassette versions. 


Date of Production: March — October 1978 


Produced By: International Cinemedia Centre — Law 
Access Limited Toronto and Montreal 
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Copies of the guide should be available when the 
film is shown for those who may have lost, mislaid 
_ or not received a copy. 


ADAPTING THE FILM’S MESSAGE 


The film’s message will, of course, be hard for some 
inmates to accept. George was ‘lucky’; George 
knew how to be “in control”; George had someone 
who loved him, who cared about him, on the outside. 
George found out soon enough about the necessity 
of keeping in touch with those who cared. George 
had a sympathetic classification officer, etc. Film 
users will need to respond creatively in adapting 
George’s experiences to the individual situations of 
inmate viewers. 


“Using Time” is not the “last word” on parole 
— only an initial and superficial introduction. It is 
not a replacement for direct communication and 
counselling. It should help to stimulate interest in 
parole and encourage inmates to work towards it, 
but it will never answer most of the questions about 
parole which concerned inmates ask. 


VIEWING THE FILM 


Because of the structure of the story presented in 
“Using Time” and its early introduction of a number 
of flashback scenes, it is imperative that viewers 
see the film from the beginning. While viewer con- 
centration will likely last for the twenty-seven minute 
length of the film, users should attempt to ensure 
that distractions — such as noise, light and inade- 
’ quate ventilation — are minimal. 

If older projection equipment is used, the film 
should be shown in as dark a room as possible. 
DISCUSSING THE FILM 
After showing “Using Time’, users may wish to 
encourage discussion about the film, the information 
it presents, as well as to answer questions it might 
raise. Initial questions should determine if audiences 
grasped the story in the film. 

‘What do you think would have happened to 
George if the film had continued?” 


“Do you think that George had it rough on parole? 
Was his supervisor giving him a hard time?” 

Discussion might then turn to George, and ques- 
tions about his background would likely arise. Mak- 
ing what might seem to be the ideal case seem real 
should be the user’s objective in dealing with ques- 
tions of this kind. In answering them, users might 
wish to use the description provided earlier in this 
Guide. 


One might also ask audiences: “How did George 
learn about parole, about what he had to do to get 
ite 

“Who, or what, was George’s best source of in- 
formation about parole?” 


George is shown using the booklet, “A Guide to 
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Other possible questions might be: “Who decides 
about the parole, and just what do they look for?” 


“Are the requirements for obtaining parole rea- 
sonable?” 


“How did George use his time effectively in work- 
ing towards parole?” 


Some inmates may find that George had many 
more things going for him than they think that they 
do. Users should be prepared to explain how in- 
mates preparing for parole can be assisted on the 
outside, if friends or relatives are non-existent or 
unwilling. 

If you have further questions about the film and 
its use, contact your nearest Regional Secretary of 
the National Parole Board. Your comments on the 
film and its usefulness would also be appreciated 
by the Board’s Director of Communications in Ottawa. 


https://archive.org/details/31761116385907 


THE FILM’S HERO 


George Morrison, the inmate “hero” of the film, is 
“typical” as a Statistical average of all inmates in 
terms of sentence, age and background. Morrison 
has never served a sentence in a federal penitentiary 
before. While his offences are not described, the 
film reveals contributing factors — George’s temper, 
alcohol consumption and difficulty in handling money. 
Given the range of offences leading to sentences 
of two or more years, the film’s relevance to a wider 
audience might have been reduced if attention was 
drawn to a particular offence. Further, it appears 
more important to focus on the behavioural problems 
lying behind Morrison’s offences, than the offences 
themselves. 


Inmates may ask what got George into a peni- 

tentiary, and what his background is: 

Fictional Profile of George Morrison 

Age: 25 years 

Married 1974 to Elizabeth Cote 

Two children, boy of 4, girl of 3 

Hometown: just outside of Moncton, New Brunswick 

Most recent residence: Toronto 

Most recent job: Delivery truck driver, but unem- 
ployed for four months in 1977 and in debt. 

Offence: Break and enter of employer's premises 
with intent to steal inventory for resale, with two 
accomplices, all arrested on premises when secret 
alarm alerted police. 

‘Sentence: 3 years 

Previous Offences: Three, involving joyrides, fights, 
and assault of a teacher. 

Crime-free Period: 1974-1977 

Education: Grade 9 level 

Skills: None 

THE FILM’S TARGET GROUP 


The choice of George, a typical inmate, as the hero 
of “Using Time” defines the film’s target group — 
young first-timers with sentences of two to three 
years who have some hope of parole within a fo- 
reseeable and relatively short time. The film will be 


less interesting to inmates serving longer sentences, 
because parole for them is either a long time away, . 
or a remote possibility. 


WHEN AND HOW TO SHOW THE FILM 


These characteristics of the film suggest when it 
could be shown to inmates. To obtain maximum 
impact on the film’s target groups “Using Time” 
should be viewed initially by inmates with average 
or short sentences, during their stay at the Regional 
Reception Centers, or in the first few weeks of their 
assignment to a penitentiary. Inmates should be able 
to view the film more than once, if they so desire. 
Inmate audiences for the film should be small — 
perhaps ten to twelve — to help ensure that inmates 
are able to respond and react as individuals. Inmates 
should also have the opportunity to view the film in 
smaller groups or alone. The film is likely to have 
its greatest impact if audiences attend voluntarily. 


In most situations, the film’s users — classifi- 
cation officers, parole officers and National Parole 
Board officials — will know when and how and to 
whom the film should be shown. It is their sensitivity 
and relationship with inmate audiences that will de- 
termine how the film can best be used as an ad- 
ditional aid to helping inmates understand parole 
and work towards it. | 


PREVIEWING THE FILM 


Users of the film are advised to view it themselves 
before showing it to other audiences. Audiences will 
probably wish to discuss the film, and its relevance 
to them, immediately after viewing it. By previewing 
the film, users will be able to predict the kinds of 
questions that will arise and also integrate audience 
response to the film into on-going information and 
counselling activities. 

George Morrison’s reliance on “A Guide to Con- 
ditional Release for Penitentiary Inmates’, which is 
shown in the film, might encourage others to sup- 
plement their knowledge from this printed source. 
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